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“Suffering is 
actually at the 
heart of the 
Christian 
story.”

Tim Keller
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“Any discussion of how 
pain and suffering fit 
into God’s scheme 
ultimately leads  
back to  
the cross.”

Philip Yancey
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“God never promised 
us a smooth ride, 
just a safe  
landing.”

Earl Radmacher
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1 Peter
Operations Manual for 

Alien Ambassadors 
in a broken world
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Sensing God’s Love 
in a broken world
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Introduction Conclusion

1 Peter
Operations Manual for Alien 
Ambassadors in a fallen world

This is who we 
are “in Christ”

This is how we should 
express our identity

Christians are called out of the world before ––– they are sent into the world. 5



1.
Sensing God’s love at a 
level that gives us real 

peace and power.

Two of life’s biggest challenges  
for disciples of Christ

2.
Being salt and light     
in this world without 
being seduced and 

blinded by this world.
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1 Peter 1 (Greek text word order) 
“1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who  
are chosen and reside as aliens, scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 2  according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 
that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled 
with His blood:  
May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.”

 Chosen (elect)
• Foreknowledge of God
• Sanctification of Spirit
• Obedience to Christ
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What is Divine 
Election?

Four key texts:
Eph.1:4 - God’s choice is corporate  
Heb.11:3 - God’s choice is tenseless  
Deut.29:29 - God’s choice is mysterious
Rom.8:28 - God’s choice is synergistic
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- How to read the Old Testament   Lesson #20  
“Divine Election”

 Hard Questions   Lesson #1 
“Is faith a gift?”

For more material on this 
subject go to apttoteach.org

- Ephesians   Lesson #3  
“Predestination”

Bible Insights

- John   Lesson #24  
“Divine Election”

- Romans   Lesson #28  
“Predestination”

 Hot Topics

9

Ephesians 1 
“4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before Him in love. 5 He predestined us 
to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 
6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.” 

 Note the emphasis is on “in Christ” - which 
appears six times in the first 14 verses of Eph.1.

1. God’s choice is corporate and loving  
“in Christ”.
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The nation   
Israel.

Christ and
his church.

Individual 
believers.

God choses 
the nation 

Israel to bring 
salvation to 
the world.
Rom.9:19-24

God decrees  
that redemption 

is “in Christ” 
through  

personal faith.
Eph.1:1-23

God decrees 
outside of time  
that individuals 
trust and follow 

Christ.
Rom.8:29-30

Two views of election claim Scriptural support. 
What is the proper emphasis?

Is Divine Election Corporate or Individual? 
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Isaiah 42:1 
“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen 
one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” 

Isaiah 41:8-9 
“But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have 
chosen, descendant of Abraham My friend…I have 
chosen you.” 

Israel is God’s elect - chosen one.

Jesus is God’s elect - chosen one.
1 Peter 2:4 

“And coming to him as to a living stone which has 
been rejected by men, but is chosen and precious 
in the sight of God,” 

Luke 9:35 
“This is My Son, My chosen one;” 12

Atonement

New birth Faith

Individual
Election

Faith

Obedience

Two views of God’s “choice”

Corporate
Election
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Hebrew 11:3  
“By faith we understand that 
the worlds (ages) were prepared”

“world” (three Greek words) 
COSMOS - an orderly place. OIKOUMENE - an abode for people. 

AION - an age or period of time. Ephesians 2:1-2 “And you 
were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 
formerly walked according to the course (aion) of this world 
(cosmos), according to the prince of the power of the air.”

The creation involves more than just matter 
and space but also history (time & process).

2. God’s choice is tenseless  
but contingent in time. 14

Deuteronomy 29:29 
“The secret things belong to the 
Lord our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our 
sons forever, that we may 
observe all the words of this law.”

God’s revelation to us is incomplete  
but all we really need to know.
3. God’s choice is mysterious  

but it leaves clues to His nature.
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Consideration #1
 God’s SELF LIMITATION in this age.

Could God be glorifying Himself by giving to 
those who bear His image a measure of real 
freedom to choose with the subsequent 
consequences?

Is God’s glory best expressed in the image of 
God in all humans?

Seeing God’s heart in His choice
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Creation of 
the universe

Incarnation 
in Christ

Image of God 
in man

“The heavens 
declare 

God’s glory”

Ps.19:1

“He is the image 
of the invisible 

God”

Col.1:15

“For we also are 
His offspring”

Acts 17:28

God is glorified as He respects  
His offspring’s choices.

God’s glory revealed:
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God’s infinite POWER.

Lebron James

If I were to play a one-on-one basketball game 
with LeBron James he would not have to 

control everything I did in order to get  
his way.  I could be free to do anything  
I wanted within the limits of my ability.  

My free choices might affect  
what he did but would have no  

affect on him getting his way.

Consideration #2
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Whose Line    
is it Anyway?

Consideration #3

“They create 
humor out  

of anything.”

 God’s creative WISDOM.
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“I can give my 
grandson Alex 
free choices 
and because I 
know him, I 
know what he 
will choose.”

 God’s perfect KNOWLEDGE.

Consideration #4
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 God’s exhaustive FOREKNOWLEDGE.

Like a grandmaster in chess, God 
can see how history is set up to 

enable certain things to unfold, and 
He uses this as a part 

of His providential 
plan.

Consideration #5
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Scripture’s EMPHASIS and LOGIC.

Consideration #6

 Saving faith is consistently pictured in 
Scripture as a free human response.

 If there is no real 
freedom can there 
be any meaning  

to love, worship, 
ethics, &  justice?
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 God’s INCARNATION in Christ.

Consideration #7

 John 3:17  
“For God did not send the Son into the 
world to judge the world, but that the 
world should be saved through Him.” 

 Did Jesus’ life and 
teaching center on 
God’s control or 
His compassion?
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“29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the first-born among many brethren; 30 and 
whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom 
He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified.”

4. God’s choice is synergistic  
respecting the nature of God & man as well 

as the dynamics of history.

Romans 8:28 
“And we know that in all things God works  
(together) for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.”
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Example

Philippians 2  

 “12 So then, my beloved, just as 
you have always obeyed, not as 
in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, 
work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13 for it is 
God who is at work in you, 
both to will and to work for 
His good pleasure.”  
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•   in all things God works - God has control of the 
outcome but not necessarily of all the details.

•   together - It is the sum of the parts that counts.

•   for good - The good is defined by God’s ultimate 
purposes not our immediate passions.

•   to those who are called - Those aligned with 
God’s purposes will benefit from God’s work, 
in their “inner man” in this life and the next.

Romans 8:28 
“And we know that in all things God works  
(together) for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.”
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•   Paul’s thorn in the flesh (2 Cor.12:1-10) - It 
was from Satan but God used it for good.

•   The Cross of Christ - (Acts 4:27-28) It was 
unjust but God used if for good.

•   Our suffering in this life (2 Cor.1:1-11) - It 
enables us to comfort others who suffer.

Examples:

•   What is painful for you right NOW - It is a door 
to develop or demonstrate the image of Christ.

Romans 8:28 
“And we know that in all things God works  
(together) for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.”

27

“29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the first-born among many brethren; 30 
and whom He predestined, these He also called; 
and whom He called, these He also justified; and 
whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

Election is God’s Plan

•   Conformed to Christ’s image - God’s 
purposes are spiritual more than physical.

•   Foreknew - not “what will happen” but “to 
whom it will happen.” (chosen)

•   Predestined / called / Justified / glorified - this 
is the big picture that makes the present 
suffering nothing by way of comparison. 
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Avoid these mistakes
•   Fatalism - every detail of life is determined and 

unalterable, including my faith and behavior.

•   Irresponsibility - I have no (real) free will.
•   False security - God protects me from myself.

•   God ordains evil - Everything that happens is 
God’s will and a part of His plan.

“29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the first-born among many brethren; 30 
and whom He predestined, these He also called; 
and whom He called, these He also justified; and 
whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

Election is God’s Plan

29



“31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for 
us, who is against us? 32 He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not 
also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will 
bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who 
justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ 
Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who 
is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.”

Election is God’s Grace

•   God is FOR us - He is not just tolerating us.

•   God is INVESTED in us - He offers Himself 
for and to us through Christ.

•   God JUSTIFIES us - We cannot and will not 
be condemned in Christ. 30

“35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written,  
“For Thy sake we are being put to death all day long; We 
were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 But in all 
these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him 
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Election is God’s Love

•   Suffering - “all these things” are not a sign 
that God does not love us.

•   Victory - “conquering” is not in this life’s 
circumstances but in Christ. 31

God didn’t promise  
days without pain,  

laughter without sorrow,  
sun without rain, 
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but He did promise  
strength for the day,  
comfort for the tears,  
and light for the way.

 God’s Grace should inspire 
awe and worship 

not passivity and fatalism 
or pride and fear.

Romans 11:33 
“Oh, the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!  
          

  How unsearchable are  
          His judgments and              

unfathomable  
                    His ways!”
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1 Peter
Next week  
1 Pet.1:1-2
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